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How To: Reignite Student Learning

DQ5: ENGAGING STUDENTS

Element 24
Strategies for Noticing when Students are Not Engaged

The nine elements of Design Question 5 in the Marzano Teacher Evaluation Model give teachers the tools 
WKH\�QHHG�WR�UHLJQLWH�VWXGHQW�OHDUQLQJ��1RWLFLQJ�ZKHQ�VWXGHQWV�DUH�QRW�HQJDJHG�LV�WKH�¿UVW�VWHS��DV�QRWHG�
in Element 24: “Noticing When Students Are Not Engaged.” The teacher scans the room and makes note 
RI�ZKHQ�VWXGHQWV�DUH�QRW�HQJDJHG��WDNLQJ�RYHUW�DFWLRQ�WR�UH�HQJDJH�WKHLU�DWWHQWLRQ��+H�RU�VKH�FDQ�XVH�D�
combination of the remaining eight elements of Design Question 5 to get the students back on task.

Strategies (this list is not exhaustive)

7HDFKHUV�RIWHQ�UHTXLUH�WKH�XQGLYLGHG�DWWHQWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�VWXGHQWV��,QFOXGHG�KHUH�DUH�VRPH�LGHDV�WKDW�FDQ�KHOS�
WHDFKHUV�SURYLGH�D�VDIH��RUGHUHG�OHDUQLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW�IRU�HYHU\RQH�

Scanning the Room

Look for students whose focus is wandering

1RWLFH�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�DUHQ¶W�DFWLYHO\�HQJDJHG�RU�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ

6FDQ�UHJXODUO\�ZKHQ�VWXGHQWV�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�JURXSV��GRLQJ�LQGHSHQGHQW�ZRUN�DW�WKHLU�VHDWV��RU�
UHFHLYLQJ�ZKROH�DQG�VPDOO�JURXS�LQVWUXFWLRQ

Monitoring Levels of Attention

7HDFKHUV�LGHQWLI\�D�VWXGHQW�RU�JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�ORZ�OHYHOV�RI�DWWHQWLRQ�RU�HQJDJHPHQW�DQG�PDNH�DQ�HIIRUW�
to reengage them by:

Making eye contact

Moving closer to them

Changing activities

Asking questions

Give Me Five

:KHQ�WKLQJV�VHHP�WR�KDYH�VOLG�D�ELW�RII�FRXUVH��WKH�WHDFKHU�KROGV�XS�RQH�KDQG�DQG�VD\V��³*LYH�PH�¿YH�´�
6WXGHQWV�UHVSRQG�E\�SXWWLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�KDQGV�LQ�WKH�DLU�DQG�VKRXWLQJ��³)LYH�´�$V�WKH\�FRXQW�EDFNZDUG�WR�RQH��
WKH\�JHW�SURJUHVVLYHO\�TXLHWHU�XQWLO�³RQH´�LV�VDLG�LQ�D�ZKLVSHU��2QH�YDULDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�H[HUFLVH�DVNV�VWXGHQWV�WR�
UHFRXQW�ZKDW�WKH\�PXVW�GR�DV�HDFK�¿QJHU�RQ�WKHLU�ULJKW�KDQG�LV�FRXQWHG��
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)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�WHDFKHU�VD\V�³*LYH�PH�¿YH�´�DQG�ZDLWV�XQWLO�DOO�WKH�VWXGHQWV�KROG�XS�WKHLU�KDQG�EHIRUH�
OHDGLQJ�WKH�FODVV�LQ�VD\LQJ�WKH�¿YH�WKLQJV�WRJHWKHU�

����(\HV����ORRN

����(DUV����OLVWHQ

����0RXWK����FORVHG

����+DQGV����VWLOO

����)HHW�±�TXLHW

Measuring Engagement

6WXGHQWV�PRQLWRU�WKHLU�RZQ�OHYHOV�RI�HQJDJHPHQW�WKURXJK�FODVVURRP�URXWLQHV��2QH�ZD\�WKDW�WHDFKHUV�FDQ�
LQYROYH�VWXGHQWV�LQ�WKLV�NLQG�RI�PRQLWRULQJ�LV�WR�JLYH�WKHP�WKUHH�FDUGV�WKH\�FDQ�XVH�WR�UHSUHVHQW�WKHLU�FXUUHQW�
OHYHO�RI�HQJDJHPHQW��DQG�WKHQ�SHULRGLFDOO\�DVN�WKHP�WR�GLVSOD\�WKH�FDUG�WKDW�EHVW�LQGLFDWHV�KRZ�HQJDJHG�WKH\�
are — or are not.

)RU�H[DPSOH�

*UHHQ�±�,¶P�IXOO\�HQJDJHG

<HOORZ�±�,¶P�VRUW�RI�HQJDJHG

5HG�±�,�QHHG�KHOS

School Spirit Cheer

7KH�WHDFKHU�VKRXWV�VD\V�WKH�VFKRRO�QDPH�DQG�WKH�VWXGHQWV�UHVSRQG�E\�FDOOLQJ�RXW�WKH�QDPH�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�
PDVFRW��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�WHDFKHU�VKRXWV��³3LQHZRRG´�DQG�WKH�VWXGHQWV�UHVSRQG�ZLWK��³%HDYHUV�´�$IWHU�WKH\�
VKRXW�WKH�PDVFRW�QDPH��WKH\�DUH�WR�EH�VLOHQW�


