
 

 

DQ 1: 
COMMUNICATING 
LEARNING GOALS 

AND FEEDBACK 



Participants will be 
able to describe how to 
communicate learning 
goals and provide 
specific feedback so 
that students 
understand their level 
on the scale and are 
motivated to enhance 
their status.  

LEARNING GOAL 



What is a Learning Goal? 

• A learning goal is a statement 
of what students will know or 
be able to do. 

• Typically, the learning goal will 
be the standard.  

 
  



RESEARCH 

ON AVERAGE, CREATING 
A LEARNING GOAL IS 
ASSOCIATED WITH A 25 
PERCENTILE POINT GAIN 
IN THEIR ACHIEVEMENT. 
 
 



IS THIS REALLY A 
LEARNING GOAL? 



Learning Goal, Activity or Assignment? 

Activities and assignments are 
things students will be asked to 
do. 
•Critical to teaching, but not the ends 

themselves  

•Activities- students complete with 
guidance 

•Assignments- completed independently  



Learning Goals and Assignments/Activities  
TOPIC LEARNING GOAL ASSIGNMENTS/ACTIVITIES 

Science Students will be able 
to identify 
similarities and 
differences between 
various planets in 
the solar system.  

Students will watch the 
video on the 
characteristics of the 
planets, moons and sun.  
The students will  take 
notes and list the 
characteristics of the 
planets.  Read pp 24-32  
and complete the 
graphic organizer.  



Three Learning Goals and an 
Assignment  
Students will understand the defining 

characteristics of a democracy. 

 LEARNING GOAL 

Students will be able to recognize the 
protagonist, theme, and voice of a piece of 
literature.  

LEARNING GOAL 

Students will solve 10 equations with one 
variable.   

ASSIGNMENT 

Students will be able to make valid inferences 
and draw conclusions based on data.  

LEARNING GOAL  



Ways to 
display 

learning 
goals  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Vjc-fB8Fb2YZKM&tbnid=0VBGp_V5ssDRTM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://growingkinders.blogspot.com/2013/07/target-learning-goals-and-create2educate.html&ei=waj6U7CiOMTG8QH2k4CQCA&bvm=bv.73612305,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHsEWmxDDDEslkODuQyd-vHwMkJdg&ust=1409022507552581


USING THE LEARNING 
GOAL TO MAKE A 
SCALE  



RESEARCH 

ON AVERAGE, THE 
PRACTICE OF HAVING 
STUDENTS TRACK THEIR 
OWN PROGRESS WAS 
ASSOCIATED WITH A 32 
PERCENTILE POINT GAIN IN 
THEIR ACHIEVEMENT. 
 
 



 Non Specific  

 Communicates student self-assessment of  
• daily objective 

• current activity 

• instructions 

 Specific to Learning Goal  

 Identifies levels of progressive complexity towards 

mastery of the learning goal. 
• Score 2.0 – Simple Content 

• Score 3.0 – Complex Content of Learning Goal 

• Score 4.0 – More Complex Content 

Academic Scales 



Check For 
Understanding Scales  
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Instructional Excellence & Equity 





HOW DO I WRITE A 
COMPLEX SCALE? 



The student will identify 
and explain:  
Plot 
Setting 
Character 
Problem/Resolution 
Theme 

The student will 
analyze the impact 
of the plot on the 
outcome of the 
story.  

The student will 
define and 
understand the 
purpose for the 
plot.  





•Tracking                                         
Student Progress 

Teacher 

•Teacher facilitates tracking of student 
progress using a FORMATIVE approach 
to assessment. 

Student 

•Students understand their level 
of performance on the scale. 
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Provide 
Rigorous  
Learning 

Goals/Scales 

Use Examples 
of Strong & 
Weak Work 

Elicit Evidence of 
Student Learning 

(discussion, activity, 
products, formative 
assessment tools) 

Teach Students 
to Self Assess  

Using Evidence, 
Track Progress, & 

Set Goals 

Provide Regular 
Descriptive 

Feedback that 
Moves Students 

Forward 

Create a Classroom 
Climate that 

Promotes 
Collaboration &  
Peer Feedback 

Engage Students 
in Reflective 
Practice and  

Focused Revision 

Formative 
Assessment 

Process 



Tracking  

Strategies 

Traffic 

Light Card 

Sort 

Brainstorm 

Round 

Robin 

Reporting 

Predictions 

Performance  

Assessment 

Highlight / 

Green 

Light 

Corrections 
Self  

Assessment 

Peer  

Assessment 

Think 

Pair 

Share 

Concept 

Map 

Reflection 

Survey 

Assessment 

Probe 

Drawing 

Completion 



Tracking My Progress 
. 



Tracking My Progress 
. 



Elementary Tracking  
 



Elementary Tracking  
 



Students 
electronically move 

their status once 
they have evidence 

of learning. 

Elementary Tracking  
 



Elementary Tracking  
 

Bar is colored  to indicate 
current status. 



Elementary Tracking  
 

3rd Grade 



Secondary Tracking 
 

7th Grade 



Secondary Tracking 
 

Students track progress directly on the scale 
with star stickers, notating the date a level is 
achieved. Students record evidence in their 

reflection journals. 



X 
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  •     TEACHER :   . 
provides 

rigorous LG 
accompanied by 

a scale that 
describes levels 
of performance 
relative to the 
learning goal. 

 

 

•STUDENTS: . 
understand the 

learning goal 
and the levels of 
performance on 

the scale. 
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  •   TEACHER :   . 
facilitates 

tracking of 
student progress 

using a 
FORMATIVE 
approach to 
assessment. 

 

 

 

•  STUDENTS:  .  
understand their 

level of 
performance on 

the scale. 
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•TEACHER :    
provides 

students with 
recognition of 
their current 

status and their 
knowledge gain 
relative to  the 
learning goal. 

 

 

•STUDENTS:  .  
are motivated to 

enhance their 
status on the 

scale. 
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DQ1: What will I do to establish and communicate learning goals, 
track student progress, and celebrate success? 

  


